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Oil in Sudan: From the Interior Focus
to the Diplomatic Trouble

Jiang Hengkun & Fu Haina

Abstract: Because of its enormous economic and strategic value, oil has be-
come the leading cause of triggering or intensifying many domestic and international
contradictions and conflicts, and oil in Sudan is no exception. Since the discovery of
oil in Southern Sudan in the late 1970s, oil has been the focus problem both in
Northern and Southern Sudan relations and in North and South Sudan relations. In
the early 1980s, oil ignited the civil war which eventually led to the separation of
Northern and Southern Sudan, and it now becomes the first element of two Sudans’
bitter confrontation. Separation and hostility put Sudan and South Sudan’s develop-
ment of oil industry in a predicament; Sudan has oil infrastructure but loses most pe-
troleum resources, while South Sudan has rich oil resource with no export passage.
Cooperation is the only way to solve the problem of oil between two countries, be-
cause only cooperation can maximize the oil revenue of two Sudans, and this is also
the hope for the peace between Sudan and South Sudan.

Key Words: Oil; Sudan; South Sudan; United States
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