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® Sitas A. , “The Waning of Sociology in South Africa” , Society in Transition, 1 (1-4), 1997, p. 13.
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@ Nash A., “The Moment of Western Marxism in South Africa”, Comparative Studies of South Asia,
Africa and the Middle East, Vol, 19, No.1, 1999, p. 66 - 67.
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The Main Schools and the Thoughts of Marxism
in South Africa

[ South Africa] Kirk Helliker & [ South Africa] Peter Vale

Abstract;: Marxism is an important fundamental theory for South African people
to achieve freedom. Profiting from academic research and political practice, Marxism
in South Africa boomed and appeared as two academic schools, social history and
historical sociology. However, under the combined action of many factors such as
state transformation in the post — Apartheid period, Cold War mentality, arguments
on state theory and the expansion of liberalism, the critical power of Marxism
declined litile by little and the localization of Marxism in South Africa met great
challenges. Lying on South African social history conditions and lots of literature, this
paper tries to display the past and present of South African Marxism honestly and to
find a new kind of humanism fitful for South Africa.

Key Words: Marxism in South Africa; Neo - liberalism; Social

Transformation; Autonomist Politics
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