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New Shifts in the Doctrine and Paradigm of Saudi Arabia’s
Foreign Policy after Mideast Disturbance

Zhao Jianming

Abstract; The foreign strategy of maintaining stability in the Gulf region and
alliance with the United States, which Saudi Arabia has long adhered to, was
challenged after Arab Spring. Revolution, terrorism, Iranian threat were all perceived
by Saudi as the pressing threats to its national security and regional stability. The
adjacent threat, contagious revolution, overlapping of traditional and untraditional
threats forced Saudi to take new foreign policy measures, which were expected to
restore stability in the Gulf region and fortify Saudi’ s leadership. Due to unsuccessful
attempts in integrating GCC, forestalling Iran and intervention in Syria, Saudi
Arabia’ s new foreign policy was greatly hampered.

Key Words: Saudi Diplomacy; Collective Security; Multilateral Diplomacy
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