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The Transition of Turkish Diplomacy and Its Limitation

in the Age of Erdogan

Li bingzhong & Tu Bin

Abstract: Marked in 2002, 2011 and 2015 respectively, Turkey’s diplomacy
began a rapid transformation, with unprecedented strength and influences. Currently,
Turkey regards the Middle East as a strategic asset rather than a burden, and has
accelerated the pace of the return of foreign policy to the Middle East. In a sense, the
relationship between Turkey and the West has entered a qualitative changing period ,
in particularly, the relationship between Turkey and the United States is transforming
from previous Turkish compliance with the United States to truly independent
diplomacy. The setbacks suffered by the relations between Turkey and the United States
are hard to be repaired in the short term. The direct international collision with the
interests of the United States and the West as well as the volatile turmoil in the Middle
East, turkish politicians’ vision and strategic decisions based on these changes, jointly
facilitated the transformation of Turkey’s diplomacy, in which opportunities and risks
exist at the same time. Meanwhile, the polarization of Turkey’s domestic political
situation and the role of Turkey’ s traditional diplomacy determine its limited and long —
term transformation. The transformation of Turkey’ s diplomacy will be a long and
continuous process. It is worth noting that the year 2017 —2018 will be a critical time in
the history of Turkey’s foreign policy transformation.

Key Words: Turkey’s Foreign Policy; Erdogan; Back to the Middle East;
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