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can Affairs, 1117443, pp. 179 - 200, March, 2012. A SCHGFTIBEE TEEER, RIHEH.

« 08 -



AR, HAMUBENRERAE CHER

HBRN, NETHSHEWEZRSER, FHRHR ERIBREMBX D &
N R RRET KA MRS, AT IR HERE WY 8.2 %
ARSCHR B R L2 BT — 8 T R AR5 ) e Yl KR i T ©

ASCEALAME M IPAL X T IR BLA 2 0 A — e BUE, Rt EZEE% 4 4
B, —, JEWHRGREREN TR LBHRMA A7 B, B
BOARAWBESRENEIN S, FWETARTHMAMBX? FH—HRIK
KRNWREERZHMXG? F=, Beah I N R 5 e XB0h
BRANEFEREM AT &5, ATRRER LR R R A e
XS L RATRE N R L8 A2 e — R B EH WA STE M XA T 3R
TR RITE A2 7 AT 2 M

BRFNES

RS EERPRYEPEHE (UCDP) SRETEMFEH5A (PRIO) %
TREWREIEEOE L, REWREREFERDHE 25 ARFTIRINFET,
REPIOTHEATREN R, WEEDE T HBN.C B©RHELH 3 FHE
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@ Robert Kaplan, The Coming Anarchy: Shattering the dreams of the post — Cold War, New York: Ran-
dom House, 2000.

© Jeffrey Gettleman, “Africa’ s Endless Wars; Why the Continent’ s Wars Never End” , Foreign Poli-
¢y, Vol 178, March /April 2010, pp. 73 -75.

® Paul Williams, War and Conflict in Africa, Cambridge; Polity Press, 2011, p. 4.

@ Nils Petter Gleditsch, Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg, and H? vard
Strand, “Armed Conflict 1946 — 2001. A New Dataset” , Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 39, No.5, 2002,
pp- 615 —637.
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@ Mary Kaldor, New and Old Wars; Organized Violence in a GlobalEera, Stanford University Press, Palo
Alto, CA, 1999; Stathis Kalyvas, “ ‘New’ and ‘old” Wars; A Valid Distinction?” , World Politics, Vol. 54 ,
No.1, 2001, pp.99 —118.

® William Reno, Warfare in Independent Africa, New York . Cambridge University Press, 2011.
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Wars Do End! Changing Patterns of Political
Violence in Sub - Saharan Africa

[US] Scott Straus

Abstract; Contrary to common assumption, major forms of large — scale organ-
ized political violence in sub — Saharan Africa are declining in frequency and intensi-
ty, and the region is not uniquely prone to the onset of warfare. African civil wars in
the late 2000s were about half as common compared to the mid —1990s. The charac-
ter of warfare has also changed. Contemporary wars are typically small — scale, fought
on state peripheries and sometimes across multiple states, and involve factionalized
insurgents who typically cannot hold significant territory or capture state cap-
itals. Episodes of large — scale mass killing of civilians are also on the decline. That
said , other forms of political violence that receive less attention in the academic liter-
ature are increasing or persistent. These include electoral violence and violence over
access to livelihood resources, such as land and water. While primarily descriptive,
the article posits that geo — political shifts since the end of the Cold War are a leading
candidate to explain the changing frequency and character of warfare in sub — Saha-
ran Africa.

Key Words: African Wars; Political Violence; Electoral Conflict; Resource —
related Conflict
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