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China’ s Middle East Diplomacy from the Perspective of

The “Belt and Road” Initiative: Inheritance and Innovation

Wang Meng

Abstract; The Belt and Road Initiative is a Chinese program for global
cooperation in the new era. Promoting it to effectively land in the Middle East is not
only the main task and responsibility of China’ s Middle East diplomacy at this stage,
but also promotes the growth of China’s Middle East diplomacy in theoretical and
practical aspects. First of all, China has no core national interests in Middle East,
vital national interests are energy interests in economic development. Since 2012,
China’s Middle East diplomacy has undergone profound changes and has been
concentratedly reflecting in the gradual implementation of the “Belt and Road”
initiative. Second, China’s deep involvement in Middle East affairs is the economic
rise since the reform and opening up. However, the Middle East is only a supporting
role for China’s overall foreign political participation, military ties, and security
cooperation. China’s Middle East diplomacy does not occupy a major position in
China’ s diplomatic layout. The history of America’s relations with the Middle East
in the 20th century has provided profound implications to use for China’s Middle
East diplomacy.

Key Words: China’s Middle East Diplomacy; “Belt and Road”; China — Arab

States Cooperation Forum; Human Destiny Community; Energy Benefits
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