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On the Economic Activities of the Turkish Army

and Their Impacts

Zhu Quangang

Abstract; The Turkish army is not only the most important armed forces in the
country, but also a political and economic actor. Through studying the economic
activities of the Turkish army, we can thoroughly understand the unique position and
role of the army in Turkish national affairs. The military has involved in the business
since 1961 through the Turkish Armed Forces Assistance ( and Pension) Fund
(OYAK) . The tremendous economic growth of OYAK is due to the economic
privileges of military and its capital accumulation strategy. Furthermore, Turkish
military business has a high degree of autonomy and is relatively formal. Meanwhile,
Turkish military business profoundly impacts the civil — military relations, economic
development and social structure in Turkey. On the one hand, it strengthens the
military’ s economic power and political power, and improves the military’ s social
status; on the other hand, it decreases the military’ s professionalism in a certain
extent. Since the AKP came into power, it has strengthened its ability to control the
military, but the economic role of the military is still strong. However, Erdoan has
centralized political power to an unprecedented degree, and the government is likely
to strengthen control of the military economy.

Key Words: The Army Economic Activities; Turkey; Business; Turkish

Armed Forces Assistance (and Pension) Fund
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