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The “Think —tank Research” of Africa in China.
History, Effects and Problems

Zhang Hongming

Abstract; The “think — tank research” of Africa in China can be traced back
to the mid — 1950s. Although the concept of think — tank or think — tank research was
not thoroughly shaped at that time, studies on theories and policies regarding Africa
in China had already shown the feature of “think — tank” from the very beginning,
and corresponding Chinese research institutes had played and functioned the role of
“think — tank” ever since. Throughout the past 6 decades, the development of
“think — tank research” in China had experienced periods of start —up, frustration
and prosperity. Due to the fact that “think — tank research” in China have been
driven by the demand of the Chinese government, their evolution history is therefore
regarded as a significant parameter for Chinese foreign policies regarding Africa,
Sino — African relations as well as the role and status of Africa in Chinese sirategies
in different times. In line with the definition of “a new type of think — tank with
Chinese characteristics”, “the think — tank research” in African studies, which
have indeed ushered in a new era since the beginning of the 21st century, are still at
an initial stage facing various challenges. A review on the evolution of “think — tank
research” in African studies would be of great significance for clarifying some basic
problems and periodically evaluating the relevant work so as to lay a solid foundation
for the future. Undoubtedly, due to various obstacles and restraints from current
political and research mechanisms, there are a lot of difficulties for “the think —
tank research” in a short term.

Key Words: “Think —tank Research” in China; African Studies; Effects;

Problems
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