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International Energy Transitions and the Middle East Oil

Wu Lei & Yang Zeyu

Abstract; At present, human society has basically completed two international
energy transitions represented by the substitution of coal for firewood and the
substitution of petroleum for coal. In the past international energy transitions, the
control of energy resources becomes a decisive factor. In the second international
energy transition, the Middle East region, with its rich oil and natural gas reserves,
has not only become an important power of the transition process, but also become
the center of international energy power. At the same time, the region consolidated
its political independence and gained a lot of oil wealth by its huge impact on the
international energy market. However, the region has not been able to complete the
modernization of politics, economy and society. Since the 21* Century, the third
international energy transition, represented by the exploitation of unconventional oil
and gas resources and renewable energy, gradually begin. With the decline of the
position of conventional oil resources in the world energy system, the importance of
the Middle East in geopolitics is decreasing. At the same time, the fall of oil prices
has a serious negative impact on the economic development of the Middle East
region, and further affects its political and social stability. The third energy transition
will bring about great obstacles and challenges to the economic adjustment and social
transformation of the Middle East countries.

Key Words: Energy Transitions; Middle East Oil; Unconventional Oil and

Gas; Energy Power Structure
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