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People - to — People Exchanges between China and Arab States .

Current Trends, Basis and Challenges

Bao Chengzhang

Abstract: People — to — people exchanges act as a key element in collective
cooperation and development of bilateral relations between China and Arab states,
and consolidate public basis for Sino — Arab cooperation in all fields. In recent years,
people — to — people exchanges and cooperation between the two sides have yielded
fruitful results in the fields of educational cooperation, academic research, book
publishing, media communication, and non — governmental exchanges. The basis of
people — to — people exchanges between China and Arab states lies in the overall
improvement of Sino — Arab relations, the rise of significance of China and Arab
countries in their respective foreign relations, and shared values of Chinese
civilization and Arab civilization. Due to this basis, there is an increasing trend of
policy support, broadened fields of cooperation, abundance of interaction levels,
and more significance attached to youth exchanges in people — to — people exchanges
between China and Arab world. Meanwhile, challenges are yet facing the two sides,
such as turmoil in the Arab world, differences in national conditions, discourse
interference, lack of specialized cultural institutions and talents, limited supply of
cultural products, and inaccuracy of communication. To further deepen people — to —
people exchanges and cooperation, China and Arab states need to rationalize the
distribution of their strategic resources of cultural exchanges, strengthen
brand — building efforts, enhance the sensual experience of exchanges, promote
mutual understanding of each other’s culture, establish a specialized foundation
dedicated to China — Arab people — to — people exchanges, and mobilize enthusiasm
of Arab students in China to participate in the exchanges.

Key Words: Sino — Arab Relations; People — to — People Exchanges; Arab
States; China — Arab Strategic Partnership
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