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Party Politics in Transitional Tunisia: An Insight

into the Left — wing Political Parties

Yi Xiaoming

Abstract; The political transition of Tunisia is a typical specimen for the study
of political development in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) . Nowadays,
the left — wing political parties are a main political group in Tunisia and have exerted
great influence on politics. The landscape of left — wing political parties of the Tunisia
can be summarized in two important characteristics: firstly, the number is large and
the political spectrum is wide; secondly, left —wing political parties and fronts split
and merge frequently. The left — wing political parties actively participated in the
political activities, and achieved some success in the parliamentary and presidential
elections, while various political parties are in different conditions, with old ones
declining and the newly ones flourishing. To expand political influence, some left —
wing political parties’ platform inclines to the middle of the political spectrum, and
they cooperate with the right — wing political parties. Tunisia failed to develop the
balance between left and right wing. The relationship between the left — wing political
parties and political Islam is critical for Tunisian politics. Since the former treat the
latter as the main and the strongest opponent in the political competition and hold
hostility to it, their relationship is detrimental to the democratic transition of Tunisia

Key Words: Party Politics; The Left — wing Political Parties; Tunisia;

Political Islam
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