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China’ s Peacekeeping Diplomacy: An Analysis

from the Perspective of National Identity

He Yin

Abstract: China’s rapid development along with the significant changes in
international pattern and in international system over the past 70 years have resulted in
changes of China’ s national identity: from a revolutionist/semi — revolutionist isolated
from the West — dominated international community before the adoption of the Reform
and Opening up policy at the end of 1970s, to an integrated member of the
international community during the period from 1980 to 2012, and a leader since
2013. Identity provides a special perspective for observing China’s policy on UN
peacekeeping since China’s different national identities in different historic period of
times define different national interests in UN peacekeeping, which subsequently lead
to different patterns of peacekeeping behaviors. As a leader, China is no longer
satisfied with being an unswerving political supporter as well as a top peacekeeping
personnel and budget contributor; it is also a norm contributor. Some domestic and
international challenges can restrict China from effectively playing the role of
trendsetter in peacekeeping affairs. Measures should be taken to address these
challenges. China’s leadership should be based on its capabilities, national interests
and international situation, and supported by sound decision — making so as to avoid
premature advance and waste of resources.
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