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Reflection on the Path of Political Development in Turkey
and Its Enlightenment

Lt Yanzhi

Abstract: The path of political development in Turkey is a concept with rich
contents. We can explore the trend of political system and the path of political
development in Turkey from the three dimensions of political institutions, political
culture and political party politics. The renewal and amendment of the constitution
reflects the transformation of the regime from the constitutional monarchy, to the
parliamentary system and then to the presidential system in different historical
stages. It shows that Turkish constitutional order tends to be consolidated. Turkey
pursues the secularism in the early Republic, and now it tries to reconcile Islamism
and secularism, which shows that its dominant ideology is pluralistic. Turkey has
experienced a huge transformation from one — parly system to multi — party system,
and now, the AKP has the dominant status, which suggests the development of
party politics system. In order to better understand Turkish development path, it is
necessary to put it in the long history and eliminate the negative factors in traditional
political culture. Developing countries should follow the principle of social stability
priority and gradual progress to promote democracy. There are many ways to realize
political democratization. One hand, democracy must be based on national condition;
on the other hand, it should suit the needs of the reality. At present, Turkey is still
faced with dilemma of political governance and the difficult problems of
modernization. It is necessary to “cherish the cultural roots, draw on other cultures
and be forward — thinking” ,and constantly explore the path of political development
with its own characteristics.

Key Words: Political Development; Self — Confidence in the Path; Turkey;

Political System; Political Culture; Party Politics
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