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An Analysis of the Piracy in the Gulf of

Guinea and Its Governance

Cao Fengyu

Abstract: The piracy in the Gulf of Guinea has been a serious non — traditional
security threat of the region. With high frequency, the tactics of piracy are
growing. So are its diversity of target selection, scope of activities, and
organizational complexity. The causes of the piracy in the Gulf of Guinea are the
dilemma of social and economic development, inappropriate government policies,
ethnic antagonism, deteriorating security situation, and the inadequate capacity for
marine governance in the region. These make the pirates a complex of three
identities; rebels, criminal organizations, and local community builders. The
existence of pirates has harmed the development of shipping industry, damaged the
economic and social development of regional countries, complicated the international
relations of the region, and impacted the global energy market. Faced with the threat
of piracy, the regional countries and the international community have taken a series
of countermeasures, but the positive results are limited. Unable to reconcile the
conflict of internal and external interests, the action route of pirates in the Gulf of
Guinea has shifted sharply. Compared with the rebels in Niger Delta, piracy in the
Gulf of Guinea is more difficult to prevent because of its obstacle — free nature of
activity space. Compared with the Somali piracy, the one in the Gulf of Guinea
reveals a paradox of governance due to active countermeasures of neighboring
countries.

Key Words: Piracy; The Gulf of Guinea; Nigeria; Niger Delta

(LS. BHY STERX: #/a)

.94 .



