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@ See Norimitsu Onishi, “Mother’ s Sentence Unsettles a Nigerian Village”, N.Y. Times, September
7, 2002.

@ See Shannon V - Barrow, “Nigerian Justice: Death — by ~ Stoning Sentence Reveals Empty Promises
to the State and the International Community”, Emory International Law Review, Fall 2003, Volume 17,
pp- 1 206 -1 207.

@ See Kia N. Roberts, “Constitutionality of Shari’ a law in Nigeria and the Higher conviction Rate of Mus-
lim Women Under Shari’ a Fomication and Adultery Laws”, Southern California Review of Law and Women’ s
Studies, Spring 2005, Volume 14, p. 316.

@ See Hauwa Ibrahim, “Reflections on the Case of Amina Lawal”, Human Rights Brief, Spring 2004,
Volume 11, p. 39.

® 1Ibid., p.1214.
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@ See Elizabeth Peiffer, “The Death Penalty in Traditional Islamic Law and as Interpreted in Saudi Ara-
bia and Nigeria” , William and Mary Journal of Women and the Law, Spring 2005, Volume 11, p.532.
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@ Ibid, p.1227.
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Death - by - stoning Sentence of Amina in Nigeria and
Western’ s Civilization of Punishment

Leng Biyuan

Abstract; Western countries are very concerned about the death — by — stoning
sentence of Amina. Western scholars think that the crime of adultery in Sharia’ vio-
lates international law, the Constitution of Nigeria, and the freedom of religious be-
lief. However, there are self restriction mechanisms which can safeguard human
rights exist in the system of Sharia’ . With the purpose of constructing their legal
empire, western countries always criticize the legal system of the third world coun-
tries.
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