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The Political Transformation and Democratic Construction

of the Middle East from the Perspective of Long — periodic

Wang Tai

Abstract: The political transformation in the Middle East had been though a
slow and difficult historical process from the 1970s to the 2010s and reached its
climax when the “ Arabia Upheaval” had happened. From the perspective of the
Annales School and the long — periodic theory, first of all, the authoritarianism in the
Middle East was the comprehensive effect of many factors, such as the history,
religion, tradition, and region and so on. The important characteristic of the
authoritarianism is structural of political culture. Secondly, the formation and
development of the authoritarian politics in the modern Middle East had not yet gone
beyond the universal path of modernization in developing countries after the Second
World War. The authoritarianism as “development Model”, which has its specific
circumstances, is a combination of time and region. Thirdly, as a typical “event”,
the “Arabia Upheaval” is the “traditional regime and revolution” in the contemporary
Middle East. The so — called “Tocqueville paradox” can also explain the political
development model of the Middle East. In general, the political transformation in the
Middle East faces many difficulties. There are much complex uncertainty factors in the
transformation process. The key of the political transformation is to handle the
relationship between state and society, military and politics. Therefore, the
democratization in the Middle East showed a structure of quaternity in the process of
political construction: making the modern innovation of political culture as a guide,
achieving gradually the goals of political succession of institutionalization, political
participation expansion and political responsibility of rationalization.

Key Words: Politics in the Middle East; Political Transition; Arabia
Upheaval ; Comparative Politics; Long — periodic Theory
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