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SR NI JC AR PGR A g « B2 GBUN” (Emergency Unity Government )
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BUARTLIRMRG I 5, LA OFFE 2 i UR B ST RN ) A Ak J2 e vk BUIA 8 )
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society) U, AT LIUE, #2388 T AN [F] B 00y BUR Z 18] B X5 57 F 2L 4, B R A
Fo M T LU SR 2 R B IA R B A (Tdentity Polarization) ; 3 H., ARIAYXT A7
AW AR S EFAN L (Political Polarization) , X7 Kk R I &,
ATLAE,  BOIA XS S AR R i Hh R a2 S e RO R AR g SR FE AR S, A ]
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@ Majid Al Haj, Immigration and Ethnic Formation in a Deeply Divided Society, Leiden: Brill, 2004.

2 Ben Dror Yemini, “Israel’s Political Polarization Threatens Its Historic Success”, Al — Monitor,
October 5, 2012, https: //www. al — monitor. com/pulse/ar/ culture/2012/10/we — have — incurred — guilt —
we — have — b. html, 2020 -01 -25.
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P, dERI, DIESBUMNED S “EBeRT, 00 TR A AR S
SR RO G HER 41 DL F [ GON R 22, ARE AR 2 B AL 90 25 T R F 1Y
SCALHIAL . 1977 4EFIPETE E A5 R MBUALEE , LI 20 th2d 80 4ERMFAA
feFigy, JEPRAE E 3 R AR TR R E U B EBUES, R
TUaFI 2o, 8T RIS 2L B, F 2R T A AR
JEREGASh B, dUERECE DR T H S B BOR . Ak, FE BRI IR HE
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TFY TR AN R R, 3k #0008 ) 0 1 B — B 0 32 B s T Bk, 2E A 20
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O T2 (UEIBEANZYESEEE), B (PPt Rerse) 2018 R4 6 ], 5 45 1L,

@ “Media Release: Population of Israel on the Eve of 2020 — 9. 1 Million”, Israel Central Bureau of
Statistics, December 31, 2019, https: //www. cbs. gov. il/he/mediarelease/DocLib/2019/413/11 _19 _41
3e. pdf, 2020 -01 - 16.
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MREEN w2 " O B Juvrs e 2016 EREHE, LS b
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MEF (BB RIALR 3 2, FEVFHEHR 2.2 M) ,© S35 if]
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(D Israel Central Bureau of Statistics, “Persons Aged 20 and Over, by Religiosity and by Selected
Characteristics, 20107, Statistical Abstract of Israel 2012, https: //www. cbs. gov. il/he/publications/doclib/
2012/7. % 20shnatonsocietyandwelfare/st07_06x. pdf, 2020 -02 - 14.

@  Alan Cooperman, Neha Sahgal, and Anna Schiller, Israel’ s Religiously Divided Society, Washington,
DC: Pew Research Center, 2016, p.67.

@  Yuval Elizur & Lawrence Malkin, The War Within: Israel’ s Ultra — Orthodox Threat to Democracy and
the Nation, New York: Peter Mayer Publishers, 2013, p. 16.

@  Jeremy Sharon, “Study;Haredi Male Employment Declining, Yeshiva Study Up”, The Jerusalem
Post, December 19, 2018, https: //www. jpost. com/Israel — News/Study — Haredi — male — employment —
declining — yeshiva — study — up — 574854, 2020 -02 - 14.
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#A 20 22 90 AR, RAMTRERIL R AR RIS, DA 1989 4 % 2006
4, KZ1160 TR R AN SHAEPUR R TG . B BT 7Rk, Hh97.9 77
A (561%) BIRUAS] Y REH RE D EATER AL il 52w B
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@ Yakov M. Rabkin, A Threat from Within: A Century of Jewish Opposition to Zionism, trans. Fred
A. Reed, London: Zed Books, 2006, pp. 137 —-138.

@  Arik Rudnitzky, Arab Citizens of Israel Early in the Twenty — First Century, Tel Aviv: Institute for
National Security Studies, 2015, p. 15.

@ Raphael Israeli, “The Arabs in Israel: A Surging New Identity”, Jerusalem Center for Public
Affairs, January 1, 1989, https: //jcpa. org/article/the — arabs — in — israel — a — surging — new — identity,
2020 -02 -07.

@  Arkadi Mazin, Russian Immigrants in Israeli Politics; The Past, the Recent Elections and the Near
Future, Herzliya; Friedrich — Ebert — Stiftung, Israel Office, 2006, p.7.
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@ Zvi Gitelman, “The ‘Russian Revolution’ in Israel”, in Alan Dowty, ed. , Critical Issues in Israeli
Society, Westport: Praeger Publishers, 2004, p. 96.

@ WA-Bt (UESIREEORE RECE . it NAESR0), B (PEIEM) 2017 55 4 1,
557 ~74 T,

@ Yaron Druckman, “CBS: 27% of Israelis Struggle with Hebrew” , Ynet News, January 21, 2013,
https; //www. ynetnews. com/articles/0, 7340, L -4335235, 00. html, 2020 -02 - 15.

@  Angelina E. Theodorou, “Israeli Jews from the Former Soviet Union are More Secular, Less Religiously
Observant”, Pew Research Center, March 30, 2016, https: //www. pewresearch. org/fact — tank/2016/03/
30/israeli — jews — from — the — former — soviet — union — are — more — secular — less — religiously — observant,
2020 - 02 -20.

®  Sarit Cohen — Goldner, “Immigrants in Israel”, in Barry R. Chiswick & Paul W. Miller, eds. , Handbook
of the Economics of International Migration, Vol. 1B, Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2015, p. 1403.
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@ David V. Bartram, “Foreign Workers in Israel: History and Theory”, The International Migration
Review, Vol.32, No.2, 1998, p.311.
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FER AN TE | Bz D E A SIS, DL e R OGR4 7 A,
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@D Dan Horowitz & Moshe Lissak, Trouble in Utopia: The Overburdened Polity of Israel, Albany: State
University of New York Press, 1989.

@  Arik Rudnitzky, op. cit. , p.65.

@  Amiram Barkat, “Israeli Arab Women’s Employment up Sharply to 40% ", Globes, December 31,
2018, https; //en. globes. co. il/en/article — israeli — arab — womens — employment — up — sharply — to — nearly —
40 - 1001267120, 2020 -02 -06.
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YRR . Arik Rudnitzky, op. cit. , p. 40.
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(@D  Shourideh C. Molavi, Stateless Citizenship: The Palestinian — Arab Citizens of Israel, Leiden: Brill,
2013, p. 171.

@ llan Peleg & Dov Waxman, Israel’s Palestinians: The Conflict Within, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2011, pp.2 -3.

® Shahar Ilan, “At the Edge of the Abyss”, Haaretz, November 24, 2009, https: //www. haaretz.
com/1.5146546, 2020 -01 -22.
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(@D Simon Fink, “Haredi Demographics and the Democratic Point of No Return”, The Times of Israel ,
September 8, 2019, https: //blogs. timesofisrael. com/haredi — demographics — and — the — democratic — point —
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Is Israel One or Many? Identity Polarization and the Political
Dilemma of Contemporary Israel

Ai Rengui

Abstract; In the 1990s, in addition to the dominant Israeli identity, Israeli
society formed a number of distinctive sub —identity groups: ultra — orthodox Jews,
Russian immigrants, Israeli Arabs, foreign marginalized groups (foreign workers and
illegal immigrants) and so on. Based on these sub — identity groups, identity politics
became polarized, and four major society cleavages have formed between Jews and
Arabs, between religious groups and secular people, between new immigrants and old
immigrants, and between left and right wings. Identity polarization has greatly affected
Israel’ s political stability, leading to the formation of five major powers in the Israeli
political arena: right —wing, center —left, religious camp, Arabs, and Russian
immigrants. Under this circumstance, the space for political flexibility is shrinking,
and the room for compromise between various parties is also constantly shrinking,
which has become one of the deep —rooted causes of the current Israeli political
deadlock. From April 2019 to March 2020, Israel held three general elections in less
than a year. Under the Covid —19 Pandemic and various internal and external
pressures, Israel ended its 18 months cabinet guarding state and formed a coalition
government. However, the opposition between the major political forces has not been
eliminated. Fundamentally, the core paradox and enduring dilemma of Israeli identity
politics is the insurmountable contradiction between seeking the ideal of a single
Jewish state and the reality of coexistence of multiple ethnic groups.

Key Words: Identity Politics; Israel; Social Cleavages; Identity Polarization;
Political Deadlock
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