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China - France Relationship in Africa under the

Interaction of “Multiple Variables”

Zhang Hongming

Abstract: France and China are the two major extra — regional countries with
the closest ties to Africa and the most extensive influence in Africa. The two
countries’ relationships with Africa are regarded as the models of North — South and
South — South cooperation respectively. As the past largest colonial master of Africa,
and with a long history of relations and a complex interest in Africa, France
nowadays has been holding an even stronger “sentiment of Africa” and regarding
Africa as its own backyard. Despite its relative late arrival in Africa, China has won
the “strategic initiative” in the new round of competition in Africa among world
major powers in the 21* century. China’ s ever — growing strong paces towards Africa
would guarantee its relative advantages in Africa. Concerning the special relationship
between France and Africa, the strengthening ties between China and Africa would
lead to a high possibility of collision or even conflict of interests between France and
China. By now, the relationship between France and China, who mutually labeled
each other as the most important “ stakeholder” in Africa, is essentially the
relationship between the traditional player and the new comer. Under the circumstances
that the trends of globalization and multi — polarization would not be fundamentally
reversed, “multiple variables” including France — Africa and China — Africa relations
(micro ), France — China relations in Africa ( medium ), and China — France
strategic relations ( macro ), together with the change of strength comparison
between China and France as well as of the international system, are not only the
important factors affecting changes of China — France relationship in Africa, but also
important perspectives on observing and judging its trend.

Key Words: African International Relations; China — France Relationship in

Africa; Multiple Variables; Interaction
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