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An Analysis of the Problem of Oil —gas Based Rebels in Nigeria

Wang Tao

Abstract; The background of the emergence of oil —gas based rebels in Niger Delia
is unique. The economic, inter ethnic and inter generational contradictions in Niger Delta
led to the conflict between government, oil companies and the local people. And the failure
of the peaceful struggle finally forced local people to choose the way of armed struggle. From
the Niger Delta People’ s Volunteer Force to the Movement for the Emancipation of the
Niger Delta, the oil — gas based rebels in this region have been active since 2004 till
now. Oil and gas exploitation not only affects the way of activities, the source of funds, the
personnel composition, the organizational structure of those rebels, but also shapes their
ideas and aspirations. The control of resources not only becomes the means of struggle, but
becomes the purpose. Resources provide the motive power to the oil —gas based rebels, and
determine the extent of their impact. The oil — gas based rebels cause varying degrees of
impact to international oil and gas companies, Niger Delta communities, Nigeria’s
political , economic development, and its diplomatic relations. Those oil —gas based rebels
have been threatening China’s overseas interests. Chinese government and companies
should establish an active prevention mode of long — term follow — up research, advance
warning, and efficient response to dissolve the challenges of oil —gas based rebels.

Key Words: Africa’s Rebels; Oil — Gas Based Rebels; Nigeria; Niger Delta
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