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Study on Incorporating the Ocean —related Clause into
Constitution of African Countries and the Enlightenment
to China

He Jian & Wang Yuquan

Abstract: Seventeen of the fifty — four African countries, including sixteen
coastal countries and one landlocked country, have maritime provisions in
constitutions. Whether the constitutions of African countries include ocean clauses or

not, it is mainly influenced by geographical location, history of marine

)
development, former suzerain and other big powers constitution, ocean international
legislation and other factors. The contents of the constitutions of 17 African countries
concerning the oceans are mainly embodied in the provisions concerning the national
domain and maritime rights and interests. However, different countries have
different degrees of constitutional potency dimension and constitutional models. It is
reasonable and limited for African countries to introduce ocean — related clauses into
the constitution. Under the background of the new era, the entry of the ocean
clause into the constitution can provide fundamental legal guarantee for the
construction of China’s maritime power, provide the constitutional basis for
construction of the legal system concerning the sea, and promote the “ blue
partnership”  with other countries. China should draw on the model of the
constitution of the African countries. On the one hand, China should make
appropriate provisions in the preface of the constitution; on the other hand, it
should make supplementary provisions in the relevant provisions of the constitution.
Key Words: International Law; Sea; Constitution; Africa; Sea Economy;

Sino — African “Blue Partnership” Relationship
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