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Unlikely Prospect of Iraqi Kurds’ Independence

Based on International Law

Wang Qiong

Abstract; As changes emerge in the Middle East geopolitics, the issue of
Kurdish independence is flickering. After the upheavals in the Middle East, the
strength of the Iraqi Kurds is greatly increased in the process of fighting against the
Islamic State, speeding up its steps toward independence. However, neither the
traditional definition of national self — determination nor the newly developed one
could provide a legal basis for the independence of Iraqi Kurds. On the feasibility of
all legal paths to independence, the central government of Iraq will make no
agreement. If the Kurds unilaterally declared independence, they would not have the
relevant legal basis and would be strongly opposed by Western and regional powers
such as the United States and Iraq’ s neighbors ( Turkey, Syria, and Iran) . The
Iraqi Kurds are just not strong enough to overcome these impediments. In terms of the
future development, the complexity of the Kurds’ independence would lead to
“spillover effect” and pose great challenge to the existing international law. In
addition, external intervention is an important influencing factor to study the
development of the Kurds’ issue.

Key Words: International Law; Kurds Issue; Iraqi Kurds; National

Independence; National Self — determination
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