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How Middle Eastern Elites Perceive Turkish Foreign Policy?

[ Turkey] Savas Genc & [ Turkey] Fatih Agil

Abstract: In 2014, researchers from Fatih University made a survey named
“the Perception regarding Turkey by the Middle Eastern Elites” in nine countries
from the region. Elites like politicians, academicians, journalist, businessmen and
writers from the Middle East were mainly targeted by the survey. With regards to
“ Perception on Turkish Foreign Policy ” most respondents held following
views. Turkey’ s foreign policy seemed exceed its capability especially after the so —
called Arab revolutions. Moreover despite Turkey is still being regarded as a regional
power her reputation started declining to some extend. At the same time Turkey is not
being supportive on the Islamist extremism in the region. Meanwhile, Turkey should
play the role of mediator in the Syrian crisis and Turkey should cooperate with Egypt
after its changes as well. Based on Turkey’s recent diplomatic setbacks in the
region, the Turkish government should adopt a new diplomatic understanding and
adjust her foreign policy in order to expand her diplomatic space.

Key Words: Public Opinion; “Arab Awakening”; Turkey; Foreign Policy;
Middle Eastern Elites
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