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@ Charrad Mounira, op. cit. , p. 1513.
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A Broad Analysis of the Legal Status of

Women in Tunisia

[ Tunis] Imen Belhadj

Abstract: Tunisian women’ s rights experience is identified as the forefront of
women’ s rights in the entire Muslim world. Many well — known experts in gender
studies and women organizations consider Tunisian women’ s rights as the model of
women’ s rights in Africa and the Arab world. Tunisia is considered as the leading
country in terms of women rights protection and achievements among African and Ar-
ab countries. Tunisian women’ s rights prominent experience comes out from histori-
cal, political and social reasons. First, the 19th century reform movement in Tunisia
had very big influence on social emancipation and Tunisian intellectuals ’
ideology. Moreover, the “Kairouan Marriage Contract” , as part of the Tunisian mar-
riage traditions, has helped with the implementation of monogamy after independ-
ence. Second, the Tunisian Government considers women rights protection as one of
the most important strategic policies of development. Due to lack of natural re-
sources, Tunisia can only rely on human resources development; therefore the Tuni-
sian Government considers the protection of women’ s legal status as one of the major
projects of national development. Third, since the 1980s, Tunisian women > s organ-
izations have played an important role in promoting women’ s social status. After the
political change in 2010, Islamist party’ s power is expanding gradually, which is
seen as a threat to Tunisian women’ s legal status. The author argues that impact of
the Islamist party’ s expanding power will be very limited; it is Tunisia’s economic
and social problems that will form a big challenge for Tunisian women’ s social status.

Key Words: Women Rights; Tunis; Tahar Haddad’ s Thought; “Kairouan

Marriage Contract”
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