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The Historical Role of the OAU in African Integration

Zhan Shiming

Abstract; As the founder and promoter of African integration, the Organization
of African Unity (OAU) made active explorations and remarkable progresses as fol-
lows; promoting the comprehensive liberation of the African continent; expanding
and developing the Pan — Africansim; safeguarding the independence and sovereignty
of African countries; advocating the solidarity and cooperation among African coun-
tries; and promoting economic development and integration of the African conti-
nent. These efforts and historical contributions laid the political, theoretical and cer-
tain economic and organizational foundations to the integration of African conti-
nent. The spirits of solidarity, cooperation, unity and development that OAU advo-
cates are still of guiding significance for Africa’ s future economic and social develop-
ment and the integration process.

Key Words: African Integration; OAU; Pan — Africanism
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