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“The Belt and Road” Initiative and China’s
Middle East Strategy

Tian Wenlin

Abstract: “The Belt and Road” is the most comprehensive and imaginative
strategic initiative of China in recent decades, covering almost the entire Eurasian
continent. In the “The Belt and Road” Initiative, the Middle East has very
important value in realizing the economic benefits of a win — win situation,
optimizing the geopolitical environment, and constructing the new international
economic order. However, under the current situation of the Middle East chaos,
China in the Middle East is facing three major risks when implementing the “The
Belt and Road” [Initiative; that is, the political transformation of the * dust
undetermined” brought about by the political risk; longlasting regional unrest
brought about by the security risks; and “the third party risk” brought about by the
big — power game. To promote the “The Belt and Road” in the Middle East, China
should follow the principles of being reasonable, favorable and moderate. In other
words, China should give full play to its political advantages, seek mutual benefit
and win — win, and avoid excessive involvement in the Middle East affairs.

Key Words: “The Belt and Road” Initiative; China’s Diplomacy; Middle East
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