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Power Structure and Balance of Power: Rethinking

the Islamic Revolution of Iran

Mu Hongyan

Abstract: The power structure of the society of Iran before the Islamization was
the triangle structure that consisted of the religious group, the royal group and the
intellectual group. Although the religious power played a dominant role in the society
structure, because of the dependency of the intellectual group, the royal power was
strong enough to form the characteristics of the social structure of Iran; checks and
balances, and mutual collaboration between the religious power and the royal
power. These characteristics had been continuing even after the Islamization in Iran. With
the establishment of the Safavid Dynasty in 1502, Shia Islam became the state religion in
Iran, and the religious group of Shia acquired stronger power and discourse. However,
because of the dependency of the intellectual group, the royal power was still strong,
therefore characteristics of the checks and balances and the mutual collaboration still
existed. In the modernization in the 20" century, the intellectual group got rid of the
dependency on the royal group and acquired the independence of itself. Subsequently,
the “August Coup” in 1953 in Iran led into a clean break between the intellectual group
and the royal group. The conflict between royal power and religious power became so
intense that it finally led into the Islamic Revolution. In this revolution, the intellectual
group was in alliance with the religious group. Finally, the royal power was
overturned. After the revolution, to some extent, the current regime of Iran has followed
the ancient system of checks and balances, which is expressed as mutual balances and
support of “religious traditions” and “modern democratic politics”, with the intellectual
group in between. Therefore, the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran is unique in its
own internal rationality and stability.

Key Words: the Islamic Revolution of Iran; Royal Power; Religious Power;

Intellectual Power
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