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Party Systems in Southern Africa: Insights from the Developing World, Tokyo, New York, Paris: United
Nations University Press, 2013, pp.3 — 21; Matthijs Bogaards, “Dominant Parties and Democratic Defects”,
Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, Vol.6, No.2, 2005, pp.29 —35; Roger Southall, “The ‘Dominant
Party Debate’ in South Africa”, Africa Specirum, Vol.40, No.1, 2005, pp.61 -82.

@ Roger Southall, op. cit. , p.63.

@ See Roger Southall, op. cit. , p.62; Thiven Reddy, “The Congress Party Model: South Africa’ s
African National Congress (ANC) and India’ s Indian National Congress (INC) as Dominant Parties” , African
and Asian Studies, Vol.4, No.3, 2005, p.272.

@ Hermann Giliomee, “Democratization in South Africa”, Political Science Quarterly, Vol.110, No.1,
1995, p. 104.
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@D Heidi Leigh Matisonn, “Beyond Party Politics: Unexpected Democracy — deepening Consequences of
One - party Dominance in South Africa”, Theoria: A Journal of Social and Political Theory, No. 105,
December 2004, pp. 1 —10.
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FERAE 6 D S IR B2 8, ARAER T 6 MY BN, ERE 5K
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A, HWEIRERIE - BRI 22 7 — 9 LR RSE 44 B . 1994 47 gk I RIS AR ST i AL 2
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ons. org. za/ content/ uploadedfiles/NPE%201994. pdf, 2019 - 12 -07.
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@ Roger Southall, “The Centralization and Fragmentation of South Africa’ s Dominant Party System”,
African Affairs, Vol. 97, No.389, 1998, p.445.

@ Roger Southall, “The South African Elections of 1994 : The Remaking of a Dominant — Party State” ,
The Journal of Modern African Studies, Vol.32, No.4, 1994, p.643.
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@ Constanze Bauer, “The 1994 and 1999 Electoral Process/Systems: Promoting Democracy in South
Africa” , African Journal of Political Science, Vol. 6, No. 1, June 2001, p.111.
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Political Party Patterns in New South Africa.
the Changes in Dominant Party System

Zhang Kai

Abstract: After the end of apartheid in 1994 when African National Congress
(ANC) replaced the National Party as the ruling party, political party politics of
South Africa gradually became the dominant party system, in which the ruling party
ANC was dominant and other political parties could not challenge its position.
Throughout the development process of party politics since 1994, South Africa’s
dominant party system has not changed fundamentally in general, but the dominant
position of ANC has undergone transformation from strengthening consolidation to
gradual decline. Although the steady development of the largest opposition party
Democratic Alliance and the continued rise of populist political parties pose some
challenges to the dominant position of ANC, these factors are not the main reasons
for the weakening of the dominant party system in South Africa. The ANC’s
dominance depends on its strategic alliance with left — wing partners, such as the
SACP and COSATU. This Tripartite Alliance is very unique in South Africa’s
dominant party system. From the perspective of the political development process of
South Africa since the 2008 international financial crisis, the main factors
accounting for the weakening of ANC’ s dominance are the intensification of political
competition within the ANC, the dysfunction of the Tripartite Alliance and the
continuous decline of ANC’ s governance efficiency. Looking into the future, whether
the dominant position of ANC can be consolidated and the dominant party system in
South Africa can be continued depend mainly on whether the ANC can effectively
maintain party unity, promote the restructuring of the Tripartite Alliance and
improve the efficiency of national governance, in order to fundamentally address the
unemployment, poverty and inequality that have long existed in South Africa.

Key Words: Party Politics; South Africa; Dominant Party System; ANC
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