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The Civil and Commercial Disputes Arising from the
China — African Business Relations and Their Settlements

Zhu Weidong

Abstract: Currently, the civil and commercial disputes arising from the China —
African business relations are mainly the contractual disputes, letter of credit or guar-
antee disputes, labor disputes, marine disputes and delictual disputes. These dis-
putes often occur in African countries and are often settled in African courts or arbi-
tral institutions. It is not a satisfactory choice to settle such disputes in African courts
due to the defects in the legal system and inefficiency in legal practice. The author
suggests that the parties should settle their disputes through arbitration taking into ac-
count the fact that many African countries have éomparably sound arbitral facilities,
and arbitration is encouraged from both sides either at the governmental level or at
the non — governmental level. The Chinese parties must pay attention to several prac-
tical problems when making resort to arbitration in Africa. In the long run, the gov-
ernments and the non ~ governmental institutions such as the business councils from
both sides should put more efforts in constructing and improving the civil and com-
mercial dispute settlement mechanism with the China — African characteristics.

Key Words: China — African Relations; Civil and Commercial Disputes;

Arbitration
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