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On the Jewish Influence on Medieval European Law

Rao Benzhong

Abstract: The Jewish people are called “the nation of law” . Few peoples,
like the Jews, focused on the development of law before modern times. Because of
the relations of Christianity and Judaism, and because of the Jews’ long — term living
in Europe, the Jews have the important influence on the occurrence and evolution of
medieval European law, which mainly embodies two aspects. One is the legal
gystem. For example, Jewish law is the foundation and sources of European laws,
and the Jewish law leaves its tracks in medieval European custom law. The other is
the legal thought. The ideas of rule of law, the ideas of belief in law of European
legal thoughts have certain original relation with the Jewish legal thoughts.

Key Words: European Law; Jewish Law; Ecclesiastical Law; Custom Law;
“The Nation of Law”
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