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Theory and Reflection on African Economic Development .
the Dependency Theory of Amin

Yao Guimet

Abstract: The dependency theory of Samir Amin has exerted tremendous
influences over development approaches adopted by emerging African nations.
Aiming at theoretically pinpointing the origin that brings out development dilemma of
undeveloped nations and finding out possible effective paths to get rid of it, the
theory signifies a challenge and an alternative towards Western theories on
development and modernization. Ideologically, the dependency theory has close
relations with Marxism, which by adopting “Core — Periphery Model” of structuralist
development theory, suggests a basic assumption that the world system of capitalist
production ought to be responsible for the outward dependency of undeveloped
nations, and argues that a socialist approach which “detached” from the world
system should be put into practice. Within a context of globalization, however,
hardly could this theory find itself covers the diversified development demands of
African nations due to its unidirectional emphasis on external factors, which finally
leads to its decline in the arena of mainstream academia. Despite of this, the theory
itself as well as the influences it has once exerted over African countries, provide a
helpful reflection room for African nations to probe their future development paths.

Key Words: African Development Path; Dependency Theory; Samir Amin;

“Core — Periphery” Structure
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