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Sino — African Relations in Jeune Afrique Magazine .
A Case Study of Two Special Reports on FOCAC

Ma Jiaying

Abstract; Jeune Afrique published special reports in 2006 and 2012
respectively, covering the Third and the Fifth Ministerial Conference of Forum on
China — Africa Cooperation. In 2006, China was caricatured as an immoral country
threatening Africa; while in 2012, the tone became more sophisticated and positive
comments were given to Sino — African economic relations and the value of Chinese
enterprises. Four factors can be related to the changes in the contents and style of
these two special reports; the special position of the magazine; the benefits of Sino —
African relations to Africa; the geopolitical shifts in the world and the evolution of
international public opinion environment; and the growth of China’ s soft power.
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