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Study on Japan’s United Nations Peacekeeping

Operations in Africa

Wang Jingchao

Abstract: Since the end of the Cold War, Japan’s mission in ( United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations, PKO ) in Africa has been greatly expanded while
utilitarian orientation has been strengthened. Japan’ s participation in PKO is not only
related to its strategic considerations in politics and economy, but also directly
related to its future plan that attracts African countries to promote the India — Pacific
strategy. In order to achieve the above goals, Japan adopted multiple strategies at the
international and domestic levels, intended to clear its own barriers of participating
PKO in Africa, and strived to gain Africa’ s support for the participation. However,
due to multiple restraining forces such as the opposition party and other political
forces, the wavering foundation of Abe’s administration, the shortage of
peacekeeping professionals and the reservation attitude of the international
community, it is difficult for Japan to reach the expected level and achieve the set
goals in PKO in the future.

Key Words: Japan — Africa Relations; PKO; TICAD; “Indo — Pacific Strategy”
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