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@  “Policy Guidelines for Africa of the German Federal Government”, http: //www. auswaertiges — amt. de/
cae/servlet/ contentblob/677752/ publicationFile/202381/ Afrika — Leitlinien_ Englisch. pdf, 2017 —02 —20.
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WM JE T2, HIRsSs THBE A S0 EZ A, BARREE, KB
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New Dynamics and Trends of German — African

Security Cooperation

Zhou Jinyan

Abstract; Since 2014, with the transformation of German foreign policy,
Germany’ s security policy towards Africa is shifting from passive reaction to proactive
engagement. However, Germany’s self — position as a civilized force (Zivilmacht), a
European country, and Germany’s deep —rooted restraint culture leading to its reluctance
of using military means have remain unchanged. Therefore, German — African security
cooperation mainly focuses on soft measures, including trade agreements, development
cooperation, humanitarian assistance, institution building, police training and political
dialogue. Germany envisions its role in African security affairs as a non —military, but
political , diplomatic, civilian and developmental partner. Germany tends to form a
comprehensive security strategy towards Africa featured with combination of development
and security, focus on crisis prevention. Those dynamics are reflected in Germany’s move
from “Policy Guidelines for Africa” to the recently announced “African Marshall Plan”
. The reasons for this change lie in the increasing influence of Germany in the international
arena, the change of African security situation and the high expectations that international
community and German public have for Germany to assume more responsibility for
international security governance. In the future, based on the German “development —
security” concept, Germany and Africa will further deepen their security cooperation.

Key Words: German — African Relations; Security Cooperation; “ German
Policy Guidelines for Africa”; “ African Marshall Plan”; “ Development -

Security” Concept
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