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The Internal Logic and Trends of Russia — Turkey Relations

Tang Zhichao

Abstract; The long history of Russia — Turkey relations could date back to the
16" century when the longest Russian — Turkish wars in European history
began. From the First World War to the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Russia —
Turkey relations have experienced confrontation, intimacy, friction, and pragmatic
cooperation. After the Cold War, especially entering into the 21 century, the two
countries changed their historic relations dramatically, and began a new stage of
strategic cooperation relationship. During this period, the quick change from cooperation
to confrontation and from conflict to cooperation, not only shows the solid foundation of
their shared interests, as well as the urgency and feasibility of each other’s needs, but
also indicates the strategic and tenacity of Russia — Turkey relations. Meanwhile,
external strategic environment plays a very important role in these relationship
adjustments. For a long time, the strategic alliances between Turkey —the West and
Turkey — Russia’s strategic partnership will coexist peacefully.

Key Words: Russia—Turkey Relations; Confrontation; Cooperation;

Strategic Partnership
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