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Israel’ s Cognition and Management of African

Illegal Immigrants

Ai Rengui

Abstract; Between 2005 and 2013, more than 64, 000 African migrants,
mainly from African countries such as Eritrea and Sudan, crossed the border
between Egypt and Israel through the Sinai Peninsula. These illegal migrants,
defined as “infiltrators” by Israeli authorities, mainly live in the southern part of
Tel Aviv, and pose some problems to Israel’ s politics, economy, security and
society. In recent years, some political circles and public in Israel have regarded
African migrants as the “demographic threat” , “security threat” and “economic
threat” , and have adopted a rejection attitude towards African migrants, demanding
their expulsion. Riots against African migrants have repeatedly erupted in Israel. In
order to deal with the illegal immigration problems, Israeli government take the
“4D” measures as follows: denial of refugee status, deterrence of entry by
construction of border walls, legislative restrictions and detention, and deportation
to other countries. These measures effectively curbed the influx of illegal migrants into
Israel. In fact, to cure the symptoms of illegal immigration, the root causes should
be addressed. It is even essential that the international community help the origin
countries of illegal migrants to achieve economic and social development.

Key Words: Illegal Immigrants; Israel; African Immigrants; “Infiltrator” ;
Border Walls; “4D” Measures
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