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New Proposal to the Palestinian — Israeli Conflict: A Textual
Analysis of Trump’s “Deal of the Century”

Ma Xiaolin

Abstract; In June 2019, the Trump Administration released the economic part
of its peace plan, known as the “Deal of the Century” , as part of a push to advance
the peace process in the Middle East. The administration then issued the political
portion of the plan in January 2020, revealing for the first time the plan in its full
version. The political framework lays out the key solutions to the Palestinian — Israeli
conflict proposed by the Trump Administration, covering issues of territory and
borders, the settlements, the status of Jerusalem, the refugee problem and security
arrangements of both sides under a Two — State solution. The “Deal of the Century”
is a product of America’s zero —sum thinking, unilateralism and hegemonic
mindset. As it contravenes the principles of international law, United Nations
resolutions and the international consensus on a just, fair and lasting peace in
resolving the Palestinian — Israeli conflict and other regional conflicts, the deal is
seen as unilateral and coercive and faces opposition by the Palestinian. The plan is
unlikely to play a role in restarting Palestinian — Israeli negotiations and pushing
forward the Middle East peace process and it is not expected to have significant long —
term impact on the security situation of the region.

Key Words: “Deal of the Century” ; The Trump Administration; Israel;

Palestine; Middle East Peace Process
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