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Sectarian Conflicts in Contemporary Middle East.

Theology or Politics?

Wang Yujie

Abstract: The violence and conflicts coming from the sectarian divergence have
been part of human history. The establishment of Westphalian System that validated the
supremacy of national sovereignty has alleviated the sectarian conflicts in Europe
greatly. However, as an integral part of modern world system, the establishment of
nation states in Middle East has not resolved the sectarian issues. Sectarian conflicts
have intensified since the 1990s. The political movements in Middle East have been
influenced by religious factors critically. The research for contemporary Middle East
cannot ignore the continuous influence of religion. Nevertheless, theological divergence
is not the only variable in practical international politics.
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