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The Religion Factor in “One Belt One Road” Strategy

and Asian — African Cooperation

Ma LiRong

Abstract; Religious diplomacy of China is one of the most important diplomatic
forms in Asian — African cooperation since ancient times. Zhenghe’ s diplomacy in an
inclusive way developed the friendship with around 30 Asian and African countries in
Ming Dynasty, and also played an important role in making “Silk Road” as public
goods and in practice. Religious diplomacy in People — to — people Diplomacy of Zhou
Enlai facilitated the establishments of diplomatic relations between China and Egypt
as well as between China and Saudi Arabia, and played an inevitable role in shaping
and spreading Bandung Spirit. China has got great achievements in religious
communications with Asian and African countries, and also has accumulated
valuable experience. Now China should pay emphasis to religious — humanistic risk in
“One Belt One Road” Strategy and Asian — African Cooperation, make religious
identity play its role in shaping a community of common destiny, and try to explore
the comparative advantages of religious resources in humanistic exchanges and
cooperation, to improve inter — religions dialogue mechanism in innovations of
humanistic exchanges, and make religion factors become positive factors in building
Asian — African strategic partnership along Silk Road in order to enhance China ‘s
capacity of global governance.

Key Words: Religious Diplomacy; “One Belt One Road” ; Asian — African

Cooperation; Global Governance
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