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@ See Robert Buijtenhuijs and Elly Rijnierse, Democratization in Sub — Saharan Africa 1989 — 1992 . An
overview of the literature, Leiden: African Studies Centre, 1993; Paul John Marc Tedga, Ouverture

démocratique en Afrique noire, Paris, 1’ Harmattan, 1991.
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JEMECE R EM EFER WA, (A5 EFAR “Bf2 5" WK
/NS LRLRT & AR SR I B AR AR G A B R R B T e R B LR C R
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(1988 - 1993 ) : bilan et perspective. Paris, L’Harmattan, 1999; Théophile E. Vittin, Bénin: du { systéme
Kérékou) au renouveau démocratique, in Jean — Francois Médard, Etats d’ Afrique noire — Formations ,mécanismes
et crise, Paris, Karthala, 1991, p. 96.

@ See Robert Buijtenhuijs and Elly Rijnierse, Democratization in Sub — Saharan Africa 1989 — 1992. An
Overview of the Literature, Leiden: African Studies Centre, 1993; Paul John Marc Tedga, Ouwverture

démocratique en Afrique noire, Paris, 1’ Harmattan, 1991.
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@ Richard Sandbrook, The Politics of Africa’s Economic Recovery, Cambridge University Press, 1993,
p- 88.

® Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana: The Autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah, New York: International Publishers,
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@ Cédric Mayrargue, Les élites politiques béninois au temp du Renouveau démocratique, in Jean — Pascal
Daloz, Le Renouvellement des élites en Afrique subsaharienne, Centre d’ étude d’ Afrique noire de Bordeaux,
1999, p. 36.

@  See Théophile E. Vittin, Bénin: du {systéme Kérékou) au renouveau démocratique, in Jean — Francois
Médard, Etats d’ Afrique noire — Formations, mécanismes et crise, Paris, Karthala, 1991, p.96.

@ See Robert Dossou, La transition béninoise, Parlements et Francophonie, 88 -89, avril - juin,
1993, pp. 32 —36;Robert Dossou, Le Bénin: du monolithisme & la démocratie pluraliste, un témoignage, in
Conac G. ed. , L’ Afrique en transition vers le pluralisme politique. Paris, Economica, 1995, pp. 179 - 197.

@ See Robert Buijtenhuijs and Elly Rijnierse, Democratization in Sub — Saharan Africa 1989 — 1992 . An
Overview of the Literature, Leiden:; African Studies Centre, 1993; Robert Buijtenhuijs et Céline Thiriot,
Démocratisation en Afrique au Sud du Sahara 1992 - 1995 .un bilan de la littérature, Centre d’ Etude d’ Afrique
Noire. I. E. P. , Université de Bordeaux Montesquieu, Centre d’ Etudes Africaines, Leiden, Pays — Bas,1995.
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@ XTFIAEME R R F % R H 1% 0, see Jean — Pascal Daloz et Patrick Quantin, Transitions

démocratiques africaines, Paris, Karthala, 1997,
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TEAEEGESEH I . AT A TR L A9 WL A 75 3 3 = [l JAS B AR ) f A A
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AL T ESER B , JLP 2 T P REAEESCT 5 R
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FIRBAGH S IR kS, B e R B BT, Dl
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A DU B AT DUNTR] 58 A B 2 3R, RTS8, DU T 1991 4F 2
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2. dE B R R E AR A2 09 510
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PERAL SS9 SR 873k . AR R REEIIN 2B, AR E SR A R
2RI AR L B4 B o 5 i A 1 o B SR AR AR, HEH B ESE . B AR

@ Richard Banegas, Retour sur une {transition modéle) ; Les dynamiques du dedans et du dehores de la
démocratisation béninoise, in Jean — Pascal Daloz et Patrick Quantin, Transitions démocratiques africaines,

Paris, Karthala, 1997, pp.23 -94.
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@ M. Pilon, La transition togaolaise dans 1’ impasse, Politique Africaine, 49, mars 1993, pp. 136 — 140.
@ C. Toulabor, La bataille finale du Général Eyadéma au Togo, Le Monde Diplomatique, mars 1993,
pp. 18 —19.
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feiEfE, FLILRRAP, A—I2
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R 5% ) R 48— E W BUA PR R A B 1] B 32 BUARFE AR ot 72,
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JEABUARAR DRI R | Rt 2k, 3% LS 0 BRI R o J2 22
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(@D  See Robert Buijtenhuijs et Céline Thiriot, Démocratisation en Afrique au Sud du Sahara 1992 — 1995 ;
un bilan de la littérature, Centre d’ Etude d’ Afrique Noire. I. E. P. , Université de Bordeaux Montesquieu,
Centre d’ Etudes Africaines, Leiden, Pays —Bas, 1995, pp.9 —35; Jean — Pascal Daloz et Patrick Quantin,
Transitions démocratiques africaines, Paris, Karthala, 1997; Bue . kiR, wigl jF':v, 558 ~ 117 ﬁ;
[l ] BBk - Fe2 k. (AEMBURSBOE)Y (MR, B 2T, bR hpiat, 2007 4Ep, 5
219 ~249 T,
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O RTELE “BURTT R A7 IR R 4k H 3 3 A @0 A 5 SCHK, see Robert Buijtenhuijs et
Céline Thiriot, Démocratisation en Afrique au Sud du Sahara 1992 — 1995 ; un bilan de la littérature, Centre d’
Etude d’ Afrique Noire. I. E. P. , Université de Bordeaux Montesquieu, Centre d’ Etudes Africaines, Leiden,
Pays — Bas, 1995, pp.42 -81.
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@ Robert Buijtenhuijs et Céline Thiriot, Démocratisation en Afrique au Sud du Sahara 1992 - 1995 un
bilan de la littérature, Centre d’ Etude d’ Afrique Noire. I. E. P. , Université de Bordeaux Montesquieu, Centre
d’ Etudes Africaines, Leiden, Pays —Bas, 1995, pp. 12 -33.

@ Steven Levitsky and Lucan A. Way, Competitive Authoritarianism: HybridRegimes afier the Cold War,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010, p.13; Larry Diamond, “Thinking about Hybrid Regimes” ,
Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No.2, April 2002, pp.21 -35.
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57 - MORFIRTE), BRI, PREARKSAMG:, 2007 441, 47 54 ~55 5L,
@[] PIRsell - WAk w545, 59428 ~429 5T,
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@D Adrian Leftwich, “Governance, Democracy and Development in the Third World”, Third World
Quarterly, Vol. 14, No.3, 1993, p. 606.

@ Robert Buijtenhuijs et Céline Thiriot, Démocratisation en Afrique au Sud du Sahara 1992 - 1995 un
bilan de la littérature, Centre d’ Etude d’ Afrique Noire. I. E. P. , Université de Bordeaux Montesquieu, Centre
d’ Etudes Africaines, Leiden, Pays —Bas, 1995, p. 67.

@  Patrick Quantin, Les élites politiques face aux transitions démocratiques, L’ Afrique Politique, 1995,
p. 277.

@ 1Ibid. , p.284.

® 1Ibid. , p.280.
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Rethinking on the Process and Practice of African
Political Democratization
——Also on the contrast between the practice of African democracy

and the theory of Western democratization

Zhang Hongming

Abstract: Democratization, which is not a natural outcome of political
development in African countries, is initiated upon the basis of external changes and
insufficient internal conditions. This has led to the anomie of democratic
transformation in most African countries, which is prominently reflected in the
weakening of different degrees of original authoritarian regimes instead of their

successful disintegration and elimination. While the particular initiation and the
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transformation anomie of democracy make democratic consolidation in most African
countries still staggering over the building of democratic systems, the cultivation of
democratic culture remain far off. The true value contained in various political
activities, instead of only the number of election cycles or the frequency of regime
change, should be adopted as the primary references to judge the consolidation of
African democracy. The Predominant attention should be given to the quality rather
than the form of democracy. The African experience shows that democratization can
start from different foundations. Whether a country has enough preparatory
preconditions will directly determine the rate of democratization, the quality of
democratic politics, and the form and effectiveness of democratic institutions. This
also accounts for the emergence of “ hybrid polities” which is mixed with
characteristic of democracy and authoritarianism after political transformation. African
experience also suggests that “structural factors” and “process factors” have always
been companies of the democratization. However, as the democratization deepens,
the supporting role of social and economic factors is becoming more evident than that
of “political actors” . The democratic politics of African countries does not
completely copy the external experience, in particularly the Western model. It is the
product combining the fundamentals of democratic politics with African practice. The
ongoing political development of African countries is generally compatible with their
social and economic development level. In this sense, “hybrid polities” may become
a “normalized” type of political system which Africa is going to experience for a long
time.

Key words: African politics; democratic initiation; democratic transition;

democratic consolidation; quality of democracy
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