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Issues in the Study of the General History of

African Arab Countries

Wang Tiezheng

Abstract: The complete and systematic study of the general history of African
Arab countries involves many issues that have had a significant impact on its
historical evolution from ancient times to the present. This article summarizes and
analyzes seven major issues, namely, the theoretical guidance to the study of the
general history of African Arab countries; the changes of multiculturalism and
Ancient North African history; the influence of clans, tribes and tribal ethnic
groups on the nation — state identity of Arab countries in Africa; the colonization of
Western powers in African Arab countries; the Modernization movement and
governance practices of Arab socialism; Islam in the early times and the Islamic
Revival Movement in African Arab countries; political upheavals and the future
development trend of Arab countries in North Africa. These issues, interrelated with
and propelled by each other, fundamentally affect the trajectory of the historical
evolution of African Arab countries in different periods of time and construct an
overall framework for the study of the general history of African Arab countries, and
by comprehensive comparative studies, they reveal the basic laws and features of the
historical development of African Arab countries.

Key words; the general history of African Arab countries; historical theories;
ancient north African civilizations; nation —state identity; the history of colonialism;

Arab socialism; islamic tide of thoughts; political turbulence in north Africa
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