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The Legacy of British Colonization in Iraq and Its Impact

[ UK] Seevan Saeed

Abstract; After World War I, Britain not only carved out and assembled an
“artificial state” of Iraq, but also gained a mandate to rule it. In order to safeguard
its own interests, Britain carried out colonial rule in the political, economic and
social fields of Iraq and implemented the policy of “divide and rule”, which directly
affected the process of nation — state construction in Iraq. During the forty years of
their control over Iraq, the British colonialism has sowed the seeds of ethnic and
sectarian strife by favouring the Faisal regime, a pro — British Sunni political force
over the other minorities while ruling harshly over the Shia and the Kurds. Based on
the history of Iraq without building a nation and the persistence of the colonial
legacy, Western powers such as Britain and the United States never lost their
influence in Iraq, especially after the establishment of the Republic of Iraq. The
actual hegemony of Britain is still playing a role in Iraq, which is mainly manifested
as fostering pro — Western political forces, intervening in the Baathist regime and
leading the post — war reconstruction of Iraq. At the same time, ethnic and sectarian
conflicts left over from history are still the root cause of Iraq’ s descent into chaos and
turmoil. The weakening of national identity also restricts the formation of a unified
modern nation — state and a strong and effective government in Iraq.

Key words: legacy of Colonialism; Britain; political integration; sectarianism;

nation — state construction
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