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How to be Neighbors?

Analysis of Key Concepts and Further Exploration of the
Research Paradigm of “Trans — border Ethnicity”

Shi Lin

Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization, the exploration and use of
the border territory have entered a new era. The border area, which is traditionally
meant for separation and defense, has gradually developed towards an international
space of multi — functions. The change of the borderland triggers the change of the border
research. At present, more and more attention have been paid to the border dynamics
and the concepts of “trans — border” and “mobility”, instead of the traditional static
analysis of the “separation nature” of the border. The “trans — border ethnicity” study,
which is closely associated with trans —border, mobility, governance and development,
became one of the topical issues in many disciplines. The perspective of current
international research in this regard is shifting from “border” to “trans — border”, from
“borderland” to “trans — borderland” , and from “border inhabitants” to “trans — border
ethnicity”. As to research methods, “macro variables analysis” and *“borderland
ethnography” are two representative paradigms. While conducting research of “trans —
border ethnicity”, Chinese scholars need to keenly realize the change at the borderland,
draw upon the latest outcome of the international study in this area, and speed up the
establishment of borderland anthropology with Chinese characteristics, in an effort to
uplift the “trans — border ethnicity” research in China to a higher level.

Key Words: Trans —border FEthnicity; Analysis of Concepts; Research
Paradigm; Macro Variables Analysis; Borderland Ethnography

THEGE., A FERat: #04)

.57 .



