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Transformation of Social Life of the Chinese in Africa
since the End of the Second World War

Li Anshan

Abstract: In the long process of integration, the Chinese in Africa have gains
and losses in their survival, development and adaptation in the local
society. Studying the social life of the Chinese in Africa since the end of the Second
World War, the article tries to illustrate the transformation of their social life through
the Chinatown in Mauritius, South Africa, etc. , Chinese restaurants, Chinese
traditional festivals, marriage ceremony and their social behavior pattern. Having
adapted to the local social customs, Chinese immigrates, at the same time, try to
keep the Chinese cultural characteristics and absorb the cultural elements of the
country where they settled. The reservation, adaptation, absorption and evolution of
Chinese culture are influenced by material and mental factors, plus “ time
difference” and “distance ratio” , another two important factors.

Key Words; Chinese Immigrants in Africa; Social Customs; China Town;

Chinese Restaurant; Traditional Festival
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