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On the Role of Mediation in the Settlement of China — Africa

Civil and Commercial Disputes

Hong Liu

Abstract: China and Africa have enjoyed a long history of traditional
friendship and profound economic cooperation. At the same time, civil and
commercial disputes inevitably occur in the close cooperation between the two
sides. Currently, there are three ways to resolve international civil and commercial
disputes: litigation, arbitration and mediation. In consideration of the similar
amicable settlement tradition that continues today in both China and Africa,
mediation can be used as a prepositional procedure of arbitration, litigation and
other dispute resolution, or the combination of “litigation — mediation” or the
“arbitration — mediation” can be adopted, in order to give full play to the unique
role of mediation in maintaining long —term friendly and cooperative relations
between China and Africa with more flexibility and autonomy. Hence, the two parties
from China and Africa should be encouraged to sign the terms of mediation as a
preliminary procedure, or resolve disputes through mediation in litigation or
arbitration proceedings. In addition, a China — Africa Mediation Committee should
be set up in future to provide a more professional platform for mediating the civil and
commercial disputes between China and Africa.

Key Words: China — Africa Cooperation; Dispute Resolution; Mediation

Arbitration; Litigation; China — Africa Mediation Committee
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