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An Analysis on Syrian Political System at Asad’s Age

Wang Xingang & Ma Shuai

Abstract; From 1970 to 2000, Hafiz al — Asad set up the one — party
presidential authoritarian political system by relying on the kinship, the tribes, the
janissary’ s loyalty and his personal charms for as long as 30 years. He monopolized the
political power in a very high degree with three major bases: military security
departments, the Baath Party and the national bureaucracy. Asad’ s political system
reflects such features as new authoritarianism, minority governance, secularized
regime, and etc, so the system is an outcome of a specific political process. However,
Asad’ s system hasn’ t been able to solve the principle problems in the reconstruction
of the nation state since its independence, i. e. how to realize relative equality and
effective distribution in a highly divided and conflicted country. In 2000, Barshal
succeeded the political system from his father, but the structural contradiction in the
political system remains unchanged.

Key Words: Political System; Syria; Hafiz al — Assad; Authoritarianism;
Baath Party
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