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The U. S. Policy towards the Middle East .

Intervention from the Air

Niu Xinchun

Abstract; During the Cold War, the U. S. policy towards the Middle East was
featured by the off shore balance consideration. From 1991 to 2011, the U.S. had
massively involved in the Middle East political and economic affairs. Since 2011, the
U. S. has been pursuing the policy of intervention from the air in the Middle East. The
policy of intervention from the air goes between massive invovlement and off shore
balance, with direct intervention in a small — scale way. It mainly depends on deterrence
of military presence, support of allies, diplomacy, accompanied by targeted air strikes
and special forces on the ground. This policy is the product of the interactions of multiple
factors, such as historical lessons, global policy adjustments, transformations in the
Middle East, Obama’ spersonality, and the shift of the U.S. national interests. The
policy of the intervention from theair is an established one, which is expected to be
followed by the President —elect Trump, although he may do some adjustments.

Key Words: Middle East Politics; U. S Foreign Policy; U. S. policy towards

the Middle East; Obama Administration; Intervention from the Air
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