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On the Deconstruction of Ethnic Identities in Rwanda .

Reflection and Enlightenment

Hou Fabing

Abstract: Rwanda was one of the few countries in the world which once carried
out ethnic identification and clearly marked its citizens’ ethnic identities in the
official documents. In 1933, the Belgian colonial authority carried out the first ethnic
identification and began the identity registration policy emphasizing racial
differences, which was one of the main reasons brought Rwanda decades of ethnic
conflict and strife. In 1962, the newly independent Rwanda dominated by the Hutu
inherited the past colonial policy of ethnic identity registration. It made the whole
country continue the history of ethnic conflict and strife which reached its climax in
the 1994 genocide. After the tragedy of 1994, the new government of Rwanda led by
Rwandan Patriotic Front abolished the prevailing ethnic identity registration policy
which had lasted for more than sixty years on the basis of profound reflection on the
past. The history of construction and deconstruction of ethnic identities in Rwanda
has important implications in dealing with ethnic issues for other multi — ethnic
countries.

Key Words: Policy on Ethnic Affairs; Rwanda; Ethnic Identity; Ethnic

Identification; the Tutsi; the Hutu
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