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Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and Iranian

Political Development

Wang Guobing & Wang Tiezheng

Abstract: The Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps ( IRGC) was
founded in 1979 after the victory of the Islamic Revolution. Its main functions are to
safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iran, defend religious supreme
leader, ensure security at home and abroad, “export revolution” and provide
disaster relief. However, in essence, the IRGC has penetrated into Iran’ s political ,
economic, and security fields, and its influence has become increasingly
strong. IRGC and the Iranian government have shown a special relationship of mutual
competition and cooperation, unity and struggle. This special and seemingly
contradictory relationship reflects the uniqueness of Iran’s political and military
system. The Supreme Leader is at the core of power and strives to balance the
delicate relationship between the government and the Revolutionary Guard. The
Iranian regular army and the IRGC are mutually restrained. In view of the serious
external security situation, the Revolutionary Guard and the government must
unite. At present, the influence of the IRGC on Iran’ s supreme leader succession
and economic construction remains unusual. In particular, in the face of a series of
“extreme pressure” policies from Trump Administration, Iran will take all kinds of
measures to counter to ease internal and external pressures. However, no matter how
the situation deteriorates, the IRGC will continue to play the role of “safety valve”
as the cornerstone for maintaining political stability.

Key Words: The Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps; Iran; Political

Development; US Sanctions
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