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Contestation and Analysis of China — Africa Oil Relations:
A China - US - Africa Triangle Perspective

Luo Zhenxing

Abstract; This paper distinguishes the views between “the negative side” and
“the positive side” on China — Africa oil ties, infers some conclusions from some stylized
facts and trends on China — Africa oil ties and the world oil market, analyzes the
deficiencies of the two sides, and proposes some policy recommendations on the
consensus which at least to some extent can be accepted by the two sides. It argues that
although there are many difficulties and obstacles, China will try its best to get access to
the African oil and the other region’s oil with fair trade and investment overseas. Also,
China has rights to compete for the oil in Africa continent and other regions with other oil
companies. Africa’s oil resource has much more important position in China’s
international energy strategy in the future than in America’s, and Africa’s oil producing
countries will seriously distinguish the different importance between China — Africa and
U. S. — Africa oil ties. What’s more, more and more oil companies including China’s
oil companies will go to African continent to compete for oil resources. Even though the
“negative” side and the “positive” side both have some deficiencies and some opposite
views, there are still at least to some extent consensus which can be reached on the

conclusions from the facts and be taken as the basis of policies.

Key Words:; Sino-Africa Relations; U. S. — Africa Relations; Oil Ties; Oil Policy
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