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An Analysis of the Main Contradictions in the Economic

Development of African Countries after Independence

Shu Yunguo

Abstract; In the past 60 years since the independence of the African
continent, the economic development of Africa has gone through ups and
downs. Compared with other parts of the world, African economic development is
relatively slow, and the gap of development between them is widening. The reasons
are not only numerous, but also complicated. Among them, the contradictions
between a long — term political unrest and sustained economic development, the
external economic development model and local adaptability, the colonial heritage
and the complete system of national economy, heavy dependence on foreign aid and
self —reliance, and rapid growth of population and coordinated economic
development, all these affected the economic development in Africa. The above
contradictions arise from the conflict between colonial heritage and development, the
collision between internal development and external models, and the contradiction
between African traditional culture and modernization. Therefore, in order to achieve
sustainable development, African countries must also focus on the transformation of
economic structure, get rid of the dependence and improve the governance of state.

Key Words: African Economy; Political Situation; External Dependence;

Economic Development Model; Single Economic Structure; Population Burden
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